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sidharth

at Jehangir Art Gallery-II, Bombay

From 30th November, to 6th
December,1994

All the drawings included

in this Exhibition are entitled
"THE BALL OF RAGS".
{Glass marking (Black Conte)}
on plastic paper pasted on
Board) are selected by

the noted poet and art critic

Mr. PRAYAG SHUKLA



sidharth b vy drawings

Whatever we percieve in our daily lives, and in the works of art, we tend to identify it with
the ‘real’ places, with the ‘real’ objects, with the ‘real’ colours and voices already stored in
our minds and memory. Yet the process of ‘seeing’ remains unending, as we are likely to
confront forms and objects, which do not fall into easy categories of any such identification.
In case of these drawings also, there are no easy categories available for the decipherment
of objects, themes, forms etc. Yet to begin with, the ‘identification’ first—one would perhaps
notice that lines in these drawings are akin to the hair of a woman or of a Sadhu [monk].
They are also like webs, nests and nets etc. At times they are like a ‘curtain’, which hides
nothing, yet submerges the forms, moods, figures and objects. There is a ripple, a flutter, and
a certain ‘musicatity* speaks through these lines. And at times seem to be reflecting, brooding,
‘growing’ and moving in different directions, with swiftness, with a pause, and with a cetrain
restlessnes, till all this is deposited in a drawing. What has been deposited has no name,
no specific place, and has no given ‘time frame’. And a search is about to begin again with
certain ‘identifications’. A tree. A bird. A figure. An object. A sorrow. A grief. A joy. A play.
A game. Memory. Something happening instantly. Something approaching the ‘unknown.” A

net has been cast to capture all this and perhaps much more. And in turn is bound to capture
our gaze.

Born in a village, in punjab, rich with its trees, fields, horses, cows, buffalos, birds and
ponds, Sidharth moved to Ludhiana, in his teens. Worked there as a signboard and portrait
painter, of some skill. Then Wandered in the mountains, learnt the technique and process of
‘Thanka’ painting from buddhist monks. Equiped with all this, landed up in college of art,
Chandigarh to find himself in altogether different, and rigid academic atmosphere. Yet, tried
to Paint in his own manner. Did Paintings with tiny forms placed in a corner, leaving the rest
of the picture space, filled with colour surface-only, displeasing his teachers with is innovations.
Was forced again to paint in certain academic manner, which he did with a vehemence, filling
the whole picture-space with colours and forms till it gasped for breath. Revolting again he
painted the way he liked, passed the exam some how. Did hundreds of sketches and drawings
on the spot, at Chandigarh bus-station, of figures in a group, lonely figures, and of the
various scenes in the vicinity. Made friends in Literary and artcircles. Came to Delhi. Worked
in an advertising agency. Then left it for good. Got himself admitted in garhi studios to learn

the techniques of Printmaking. Moved to Ghaziabad to design houses. And has now finally
‘'settled down’ in his studio in New Delhi.

These drawings are ample proof of his creative ways of looking at things. Of his innovations.
He has done these drawings on the plastic paper, pasted on thin ply, with glass marking
pencil—conte. These drawings are rich in their technique and expression. They tallkc of the
solitary journey ones takes to unearth one feelings and memories, they talk of the situations,
where the life gets trapped. They talk of the ‘waiting moments’, where some thing is about
to happen, they talk of the dream and fantasy, but never leaving the shores of ‘reality’. They
talk of Man and Nature, of their relationships. They talk about love, desolation, lonesomeness
and craving for human warmth.

Identgfication ends, and a search beings again, for each one of us. We are confronting the

world of Sidharth—a Serene, puzzled, clear world of emotions and experiences—of its numererous
journies.

19.11.1994 —Prayag Shukla
New Delhi





















